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Thru the Bible: The Thread of Redemption
Pastor Max Frazier

July 2 – David: An Unknown Shepherd Slays a Well-Known Giant– 
1 Samuel 16-17
David is known in the Bible as “the man after God’s own heart.”  This message is 
the beginning of a nine-week study in the life of Israel’s greatest King.  But, as with 
so many of God’s heroes, it has many ups and downs.  We will begin by examining 
the anointing of David by Samuel.  We soon discover that David is not considered 
highly by his brothers or even by his father.  The first observation of David is of 
his humility.  We also will see that David served others well.  And, finally, David 
demonstrates a powerful faith in God when he steps onto the battlefield against 
Goliath.  Oh to have the courage of David!  So, how do you handle the “giants” that 
come into your life?

July 9 – David: A King in Training – 1 Samuel 18-24
God is in the process of taking a young teenaged boy and creating within him the 
spirit of a great King.  God does this not by adding to David’s life, but by taking 
things away from David’s life.  In these chapters we will observe the following: 
David’s loss of his home; the loss of his innocence; the loss of a wife; the loss of a 
friend; the loss of respect; and the loss of a spirit of idealism.  Each of these was a 
painful experience for David, yet each episode was necessary for David to become 
the King that God desired him to become.  God’s take-aways in our lives are never 
pleasant, but, when we look we discover that each was so important.

July 16 – A Wise Woman Thwarts an Angry Man – 1 Samuel 25
Benjamin Franklin once said, “Whatever is begun in anger ends in shame.”  For the 
most part, in our study of David’s life, he has been the master of internal control.  
When opportunities arose for him to destroy King Saul, he maintained composure 
and a firm resolve that only God could take the kingdom away from Saul.  Yet, in 
this passage we see a different David – a David angered not over a throne, but 
over a piece of meat.  The same man who had stated that revenge belonged 
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to God, now defiantly proclaims that revenge 
belonged to him in matters concerning Nabal.  
Except for the intervention of Nabal’s wife, Abigail, 
this might have marked the closure of David’s hopes 
for the throne.  She is the wise one.  David, with his 
uncharacteristic anger, is made to look the fool.  
Many are the lessons to be learned in this chapter 
about the need to “let go and let God!”
 
July 23 – God, Where Are You? – 
1 Samuel 16-31
What happens when suddenly God seems a million 
miles away from your life?  What happens when you 
are suddenly left alone?  These chapters are among 
the darkest moments in the entire life of David.  He 
has grown weary of the constant pursuit by King 
Saul.  He has a rather large army of men, along 
with their families, that he is responsible for that 
adds weight to his daily stress.  And so he returns 
to the Philistines where he will live for the next 16 
months.  While there he plays a dangerous game 
that, if he is caught, could jeopardize his life and 
that of his followers.  This is a text we are tempted to 
rush through, but we must not, for there are some 
incredible lessons we can learn from this mistake of 
David.  We need to always remember that God will 
never abandon us…even if we feel like He has.

July 30 – The Psalm of the Shepherd – 
Psalm 23
This is perhaps the most read of the Psalms, if not 
the most read of all the passages within the Bible.  
In its familiarity, we often tend to miss the deeper 
truths that David wished for us to glean.  Verse 1 de-
scribes the character of the shepherd’s heart.  Verses 
2-6 describe the provisions of the shepherd to his 
flock which satisfies the needs of the inner man, his 

need for guidance, his needs for protection, and 
his need for a friend.  May we look at this Psalm in 
a deeper way and be grateful that “The LORD is our 
Shepherd.”

BCC Updates
BCC FINANCIAL UPDATE  
THROUGH MAY 2017

General Fund Tithes and Offerings:               
May Budget:   $121,000
May Actual:   $119,589
Budget YTD:   $616,000 
Offerings YTD:   $675,626
Building Fund: 
May Offerings:   $19,195
Loan Balance:   $1,450,428

Thank you for your generosity! If you would like 
offering envelopes, please indicate this on the 
contact card and place in the offering plate, or call 
the Church Office 763-682-1470.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING UPDATE
Thanks to each member that attended the Buffalo 
Covenant Church congregational meeting on 
Sunday, June 25.  We welcomed 17 new members 
and affirmed Dwayne Kettenacker for one year 
term as Moderator, Todd Reiss to a 3-year term as 
Elder, Grant Bowman to a 3 year term as Elder, and 
Mark Pederson to the Cemetery Board for a three 
year term.  The proposed By-Law changes were 
overwhelmingly approved.  Thanks to everyone for 
their participation and support!
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JULY FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDES
The weekly devotional and worship information in 
this guide corresponds with Max’s sermons.  Take 
it home and worship with your family! July Family 
Worship Guides are available in a bin under the 
designated frame in the Commons.

JULY FAMILY MEMORY VERSE:
You, dear children, are from God and have 
overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the 
world.  - 1 John 4:4

GENERATIONS CHOIR
The Generations Choir is back, singing on July 30th! 
The Generations Choir is a fun intergenerational 
experience for kids who have completed 3rd grade 
through grandmas and grandpas! Kindergarten 
through 2nd graders can also participate if their par-
ents or grandparents are in the choir. July 30th is a 
Faith@Home Sunday, and the Generations Choir will 
be singing two exciting songs in all three services. 
We will practice on SUNDAY MORNINGS at 9:30, on 
July 9 and 16, and then rehearse with the band on 
July 23, at 12:30 p.m. Copies of the music and prac-
tice CD’s are available in the commons.  If you would 
like to join the choir this time, simply contact Pastor 
Mary (mary@buffalocov.org), or come to the first 
practice on July 9.

5-DAY CLUB
A FIVE-DAY CLUB is a neighborhood Bible club that 
meets for an hour and a half on five consecutive 
days for just one week during the summer.  In these 
clubs, boys and girls gather together with their 
neighborhood friends in backyards, on porches 
and patios, or in parks.  They can be scheduled for 
morning, afternoon or early evening.  The club time 
includes a Bible lesson and verse, a missionary story 
and lesson-related songs, activities and games. 
All YOU have to do is invite the kids in your 
neighborhood, and make a snack! Really! Buffalo 
Covenant is partnering with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship to host back yard FIVE-DAY CLUBS.  We 
provide the host homes, and they provide the 
teachers, supplies and everything else (except the 
snack)! This is an amazing opportunity for your family 
to reach into your neighborhood with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. It will open doors for you and 
your kids to share your faith with your neighbors. 
You don’t need to commit to anything until you learn 
more and have your questions answered. 

Want more information? Check out the website 
at:  cefmn.org/ministries/5-day-clubs

We are asking the Lord to give us 10 host families 
from Buffalo Covenant Church. Are you one of those 
families?
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There are multiple weekly and monthly 
opportunities to connect with others, to 
grow spiritually and to be supported through 
participating in a Class, Bible Study, Prayer 
Group, Support Group or Social Gathering.

MONDAYS: 
WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP
Mondays | Room 200 | 12:00 p.m.
Members of this group pray weekly for BCC, 
the pastors and staff, and the needs of the BCC 
congregation.  This prayer time is open to all of the 
BCC family.

TUESDAYS: 
S.A.L.T.  

Tuesday, July 11 |  1:30 p.m.  |  Youth Room
On Tuesday afternoon, July 11, our SALT Family 
membership will have a very special time of 
celebration.  Our special guest will be BCC’s very 
own missionary Calli Rudenburg.  Calli ministers 
with the Jesus Film ministry of Cru, formerly known 
as Campus Crusade for Christ.  Calli will share some 
of her experiences as being part of a language 
recording team.  Our program will begin at 1:30 
p.m. and we will be meeting in the Youth Room.  
We invite all who are  interested in Calli’s ministry 
to join with us for this time.  Following Calli’s 
presentation we will enjoy an old-fashioned ice 
cream social.

S.A.L.T.  

Tuesday, July 18 |  9:00 a.m. 
Have you ever visited the Swedish Institute in 
Minneapolis?  Well, our SALT Family will provide 
an opportunity for just such a visit.  The Buffalo 
Covenant bus will be leaving on Tuesday morning, 
July 18, at 9:00 a.m. for a day-trip to the Swedish 
Institute.  Admission to the Institute is $7.00 plus 
an addition $5.00 to help with bus costs.  We will 
be eating at the Institute with meal prices varying.  
If you have not yet signed-up, please contact Joan 
Lind or Pastor Max.  We can all be Swedish for a day 
– Ya’ sure!  Ya’ betcha!

HOPEKEEPERS LIFE SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, July 25  |  Room 200  | 6:30 p.m.
HopeKeepers is for individuals who live daily with a 
chronic illness. We are reading “Facing Your Giants” 
by Max Lucado, and supporting one another 
through facing our “giant” of Chronic Illness. If you 
have questions or would like to visit the group, 
contact Katie Rhodes (763-682-1470). 

WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesdays, through Aug 1 |  7:00-8:30 p.m.
* Meeting on Thurs., July 6 instead of Tues., 
July 4.
Would you like to invest a little time this summer 
getting an overview of the New Testament, and get 
connected to a few other women?  Then join us for 
an eight-week Bible Study small group which will 
meet 7:00-8:30 p.m. Tuesday evenings, through 
August 1 at BCC. 

For more information please contact Marlys Wilson 
at: larmarwilson2@charter.net. 

BCC

BCC youth

BCC ADULTS
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VILLAGE SCHOOLS OF THE BIBLE
“COVER-TO-COVER” 
Tuesdays, starting Aug. 29 | 6:45-8:45 p.m.  
@ BCC  | Instructor: David King
This is a 32-week class. Fall semester: 16 weeks in 
the Old Testament. Winter/spring semester: 16 
weeks in the New Testament. Five major themes are 
discussed and reviewed during these 32 weeks:
1.     God’s Unfolding plan of Redemption
2.     The Centrality of Jesus Christ, or what we call 
the Scarlet Thread of Redemption.
3.     The Unity of the Bible.
4.     The Centrality of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
5.     The Practical Application of God’s Word for 
Daily Living.
The cost is $129 per semester, scholarships are 
available.

To register go to:  villageschoolsofthebible.org    

2018 TRIP TO THE HOLY LAND - 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Tuesday, July 11 |  7:00 p.m. | Youth Room
On Tuesday evening, July 11, an informational 
meeting will be held for those expressing an 
interest in Pastor Max’s April 2018 tour to Israel.  The 
meeting will be held in the Youth Room and begins 
at 7:00 p.m.  At this meeting information will be 
given concerning our finalized itinerary and how 
you can secure a place on the tour.  Some of you 
have signed up previously; others are still debating.  
Come and get the information so you can make an 
informed decision.  Space is limited to 35.  Israel is 
so beautiful in the spring of the year.  Come and 
hear how you can experience that beauty yourself.  
For more information contact Pastor Max at 
max@buffalocov.org.

THURSDAYS: 
WOMEN’S MISSION CONNECTION
Thursday, July 27  |  9:00 a.m.
Meet at Ann Devitt’s Home

SUNDAYS: 
DISCIPLESHIP EQUIP CLASS 
HOW DO YOU MAKE DISCIPLES?
Sundays, July 16-Sept |  9:15-10:45 a.m. 
Jesus’ final command to his followers was, “Go make 
disciples.”  BCC’s mission is, “We glorify God by being 
disciples who make disciples of Jesus Christ.”  
So, how are disciples made?  

Join us for an eight-week disciple-making journey 
this summer.  We will meet 9:15-10:45 a.m. Sunday 
mornings, July 16 thru early September at BCC. 
For more information please contact Pastor Steve:  
stevewint@buffalocov.org or 763-647-0271.

THE ISRAEL PROPHECIES IN THE  
EZEKIEL SCROLL
Sundays  |  9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
July 16 – August 27 
Instructor:  Dr. Oliver R. Blosser
 The Prophet Ezekiel during the Babylonian Exile 
foretold the future of the House of Israel that would 
take place at the end of days. These prophecies are 
being fulfilled in our lifetime. It is exciting to study 
these ancient prophecies and to see the wonderful 
hand of God at work in His world today. These 
prophecies deal with the promise of the restoration of 
the Nation of Israel, the reunion of the tribes of Israel, 
the remnant’s return to the LORD and rebirth, and the 
Messiah’s rescue of the remnant from their enemies, 
plus the building of the final Temple of the LORD.
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BELIEVER BAPTISM
Sunday, August 6  |  Lake Pulaski  | 2:00 p.m.
Our Annual Baptismal Service will be held at Lake 
Pulaski on Sunday afternoon, August 6, at 2:00 
p.m.   An informational meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, July 19, at 7:00 p.m. in room 201 for 
those who have expressed an interest. If you have a 
desire to follow the Lord in obedience of baptism, 
you are encouraged to contact the Church Office no 
later than July 16 to receive application materials.

RABBI BARUCH
Thursday, July 13  |  7:00 & 8:00 p.m.
Buffalo Covenant Church is privileged to once again 
have as our guest Rabbi Baruch from Jerusalem. He 
and his wife – it will be her first trip to Minnesota -  
will be with us on Thursday evening, July 13 for two 
teaching sessions. Rabbi Baruch will be speaking on 
the topic of the spiritual life, using First Timothy 4:1-
8 and First Peter 1:14-25 as texts.  The first teaching 
session will begin at 7:00 p.m. with the second to 
follow at approximately 8:00 p.m. Rabbi Baruch 
will also give an update on his growing worldwide 
teaching ministry, as well as what is happening in 
Israel and the Middle East.  You are encouraged to 
invite a friend to come and hear this outstanding 
Rabbinical scholar from Jerusalem.  We will be 
meeting in the Worship Center the evening.

MISSION TRIP 
TO ADVENTUROUS CHRISTIANS       
August 10-13
The Mission Commission is sponsoring a 2-day 
work trip to Adventurous Christians, north of Grand 
Marais, on August 10-13 (work days are August 
11-12). Families and individuals are encouraged 
to attend. Limited to the first 25 that sign up. 
Information at the sign up table in the Commons.

20’S & 30’S YARD GAME NIGHT
Friday, July 14th  | Patio and Church Grounds 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
A night of fun and fellowship is planned for singles 
and couples in their 20’s and 30’s! Join us for a great 
night of yard games, a bonfire, s’mores, and the 
opportunity to make connections with some new 
faces! Bring an appetizer or snack to share. Childcare 
will be provided for children. Please RSVP to Brooke 
Zumbusch (bzumbusch@isd876.org) or Lauren 
Johnson (lwurm08@gmail.com).

REFRESH
Are you a mother of a special needs child? You’re 
not alone. A new community is here at BCC called 
REFRESH. Join with other moms that understand 
how much you need restored hope, encouragement 
and renewed passion for God and the calling He has 
for you. This group will provide an opportunity to 
connect with other moms of special needs children of 
all ages looking to God’s word for truth and wisdom 
that speaks to the demands you face everyday. For 
details call April Swartzer (612-578-7489).

MEN’S MISSION TRIP
TO THE LAKOTA PEOPLE          
September 23-29 
Jackson Helstad is a missionary/pastor to the Lakota 
people at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. A team of 6-12 
BCC men will go to Pine Ridge September 23-29 to 
assist Jackson and his team. Our primary ministry 
will be going door-to-door and listening to the 
people, praying, and sharing the love of Christ.  If 
you would like to learn more, contact Pastor Steve, 
stevewint@buffalocov.org, or 763-647-0271.
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GRAND CAMP
July 21-23
For Kids and their Grandparents
Grand Camp is a faith adventure for Grandparents 
and their grandchildren (K-5). The camp is focused 
on transferring a faith-legacy from one generation 
to another and building a treasure chest of life-
changing memories – and having a pile of fun while 
you’re doing it! Meals provided. Participants stay at 
the church overnight, in RV’s or in a room.

MUSIC CAMP
July 31-August 6
Singing, acting, dancing and sharing God’s truth! 
Music Camp is the perfect opportunity for kids who 
have completed grades 1-5 to share their gifts and 
talents with the family of God as they prepare and 
present a complete one-hour musical to share on 
Sunday morning. 

SPORTS CAMP
August 14-17   |  10:00 a.m.-3:15 p.m.
Sports Camp is for boys and girls who have 
completed 1st-5th grade. It is an exciting week 
of fantastic sports, new friends, faith, fun and 
foundational training from coaches and athletes. 
Campers choose one of four sports when they 
register: Cheerleading/Gymnastics, Baseball, 
Lacrosse, or Volleyball.  Campers are responsible to 
bring their own lunch, and snacks will be provided 
in the afternoon. Come dressed in sports attire and 
ready for a work out!

Registration forms for all 
summer camps are 

available in the Commons.
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DIG INTO READING 
Summer can be a great time to boost your child’s 
reading skills, AND a great time for your kids to read 
some fantastic Christian literature!

Our BCC Children’s Library is filled with quality, faith 
building, character developing books, CD’s and 
DVD’s. We are having a fun reading program this 
summer, called, “Dig Into Reading!”  We want your 
kids to dig into the library this summer!

For every book your child reads, he/she gets a 
sticker on the “Dig Into Reading” chart, AND, his/
her name is entered for a prize drawing. There will 
be a prize drawing each week on Sunday morning 
at 10:30 a.m. for books that were read during 
that week. The drawings will begin on June 25th.  
There will be a GRAND PRIZE DRAWING when 
the program is completed on August 27th and 
everyone who participated through the summer 
will be included in that drawing.  There will also be 
specific prizes for completing 5 books, 10 books, 
and 15 or more books.

You can register your kids in the Commons, and get 
ready to Dig Into Reading this summer!

NEXT CHILD DEDICATION
July 23  During Services
The Bible says that a baby is a blessing from God. 
When you decide to dedicate your son or daughter, 
you are acknowledging the awesome responsibility 
God has given you in raising your child. Child 
Dedication is a ceremony that expresses your desire 
as parents to raise your son or daughter in the 
ways of the Bible, and to ask God to use your son 
or daughter for his purposes. Child dedications are 
a part of our Sunday morning church worship. For 
more information, or to arrange to have your child 
included in the next dedication, contact the Church 
Office (office@buffalocov.org; 763-682-1470) 
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CHILL OUT SUMMER SCHEDULE:

July 2 - No Chill Out 

July 9 - Chill Out at BCC

July 16 - Chill Out at Lingo’s

July 23 - Chill Out at BCC

July 30 - Chill Out at Ruhr’s

August 6 - Chill Out at Tomann’s

HANG TIME SUMMER SCHEDULE:

July 5 - No Hang Time

July 12 - Hang Time - Parent/Student Night 
at  BCC

July 19 - Hang Time at Lingo’s

July 26 - Hang Time at BCC

August 2 - Hang Time at BCC

August 9 - Hang Time at Reiss’s

 

PIZZA RANCH FUNDRAISER
Monday, July 17  |  5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Pizza Ranch Monticello
Come support our 2018 Youth Israel Team on 
Monday, July 17, from 5–8 pm.
A percentage of sales generated will go directly 
to our 2018 Youth Israel Team.  We will also 
receive all cash donations, including tips.
Thank you to Pizza Ranch for providing this 
Community Impact Night and Thank YOU for 
supporting our BCC 2018 Israel Team!  

PATTIES ON THE PATIO
Sunday, August 6  |  11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Come join us for time of fellowship and 
opportunity to support our Israel trip students 
as they serve burgers on the church patio. After 
4 years of study, these students will be going 
to Israel in 2018 to now experience firsthand 
what they have been studying. This is a free-will 
offering event.

BCC


