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December 3 - Communion Sunday – The Essence of Christmas: Peace  
Luke 2:13-14
This is the first in a series for Advent. Peace is one of those elusive words found 
within the Christmas story. Peace is defined as “the absence of conflict.”  If that is 
true, then the angelic message delivered to the shepherds that night has never 
been experienced. Or has it? The Bible describes the need for “peace with God” 
because of the wars raging within the heart of man. And the Bible describes 
the need for “peace of God” because of the presence of anxiety and worry. The 
challenge is for us, once we have experienced that peace, to share it with others.  
 
December 10 – BCC Children’s Christmas Program (NO 8 a.m. Service)

December 17 – The Essence of Christmas: Hope - Colossians 1:27
Christmas is a time for hope.  The biblical word “hope” portrays a feeling of 
confidence and certainty.  Jesus entered into a world, that first Christmas, that 
lacked hope.  Jesus brought a three-dimensional hope to the world.  It was a hope 
that was anchored in the past.  In fact, the hope that Jesus brought is anchored 
back in Genesis 3:15.  Jesus brought a hope that was anchored in the promises of 
God.  Second, it was a hope that is found within the present.  Jesus brought hope 
to into the everyday world.  Third, it was a hope that anticipated in the future.  
Jesus brought a hope for tomorrow.  Yes, “the hopes and fears of the all the years 
are met in Thee tonight.” 

Continued on Page 2

The Essence of Christmas - Advent Sermon Series 
Pastor Max Frazier
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December 24 – The Essence of Christmas: 
Joy - Luke 2:10-12 (Morning Services)
Of all the words used to describe Christmas, 
joy may be the most popular.  What a contrast 
between happiness and joy.  We want to examine 
the invitation the angel gave to the shepherds 
concerning joy.  The place of great joy was “the 
town of David.”  Bethlehem was the place of death, 
the place of redemption, and the place of a king.  
Second, the timing of great joy was “today.”  The 
time of waiting was over.  Jesus had come.  Third, 
the subject of the great joy was “a Savior has been 
born to you.”  Fourth, the response to the great joy 
was “let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened.”  The message will close with an 
invitation to come and find the joy in Christ.

December 24 – The Essence of Christmas: 
Love - John 3:16 (Afternoon Services)
Christmas is love.  The world shows an outpouring 
of love during this season of the year.  And, of all 
the verses that describe God’s gift of love, none is so 
well known as John 3:16.  “God so loved…”  We often 
think of God’s love, don’t we, but do you know that 
there are only two verses in the Bible that declare 
that “God is love.”  God delights in showing us His 
love.  “God so loved the world…” God loved sinful 
humanity.  God loved the unlovely.  “God so loved 
the world that He gave His one and only Son.”  God 
gave the ultimate gift – Himself through His Son. 
Christmas IS love.  
 
December 31 – Keys to a Successful New Year 
As we enter into a New Year, the desire upon our 
hearts is for the year to be a successful one.  Does 
the Bible present to us any “keys” that might assure 
us of that success?  We will focus upon four such 

“keys”: the need for perseverance to what God has 
called us to do; the need for strongly relying upon 
the principles of Scripture; the need for vitality in 
our prayers; and the need to be awakened to the 
power that resides within us through the Holy Spirit.
 

BCC Updates
BCC FINANCIAL UPDATE  
THROUGH OCTOBER 2017

General Fund Tithes and Offerings:               
October  Budget:  $145,000
October  Actual:  $149,361
Budget YTD:   $1,248,000 
Offerings YTD:   $1,301,063

Building Fund: 
October Offerings:  $21,315
Loan Balance:   $1,213,024
Thank you for your generosity! 

Pick up your 2018 offering envelopes in the 
Commons today. If you would like offering 
envelopes, please indicate this on the contact 
card and place in the offering plate, sign up at the 
envelope table, call the Church Office (763-682-
1470) or email diane@buffalocov.org.

DECEMBER FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDES
The weekly devotional and worship information in 
this guide corresponds with Max’s sermons. Take 
it home and worship with your family! December 
Family Worship Guides are available in a bin under 
the designated frame in the Commons.
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The Mission Team at BCC is excited about this 
year’s Christmas Love Project. We have decided 
to support one of our own church family as 
they prepare to follow God’s calling to Africa. 

Just as Jesus met both spiritual and physical 
needs, they will seek to do the same through 
discipleship, veterinary medicine, and agricul-
tural improvements and training.

Pastor Steve and Gina and their four children, 
Hazel, Abe, Josiah and Cyrus will be heading to 
South Sudan late summer 2018. One of their 
crucial needs is transportation once they ar-
rive there. In South Sudan, there are no paved 
roads, not even gravel roads. Roads are dirt 
paths that are rough, unmaintained and often 
times very muddy. 

The Wintermantels need a dependable vehicle 
that will enable them to be safe as they travel 
from village to village. 

The goal for this Christmas Love Project is to 
raise $25,000 for the Wintermantels to use 
toward a four-wheel drive vehicle once they 
arrive in South Sudan. 

There are several ways to give: 
•  Go to the church’s website (buffalocov.org), 

click on Give, and put the amount in the box 
by the “Christmas Love Project”.

•  Use the envelopes that are located in the 
Commons. These can then be put into the 
offering plate on Sunday mornings. Please 
make checks out to Buffalo Covenant.

•  Use a post-it note with “CLP” on it and attach 
to your check. Please do not write in the 
memo line.

If you have questions, please contact Pastor 
Steve, Gina, or Reid Gilbert.
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There are multiple weekly and monthly 
opportunities to connect with others, to 
grow spiritually and to be supported through 
participating in a Class, Bible Study, Prayer 
Group, Support Group or Social Gathering.

GROUPS: 
PRAYER TEAM
Mondays  | 12:00 p.m. | Room 200

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Mondays  | 1:00 p.m.  | Room 201

GRIEFSHARE 
Tuesday, Dec. 5  | 6:00-8:00 p.m.  |  Room 108

PROPEL WOMEN
Thursday, Dec. 14  |  6:30 p.m. | Youth Room 

HOPEKEEPERS LIFE SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, Dec. 19  |  6:30 p.m. |  Room 200 

WOMEN’S MISSION CONNECTION
Thursday, Dec. 28  |  9:00 a.m. |  Room 108

 

NURTURING OUR WIDOWS (NOW)
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Thursday, December 7   |  1:30 p.m.
Youth Room
Please join us for a fun afternoon with music, 
story-telling, treats and more. You and your favorite 
Christmas cookies are welcome, but not required. 

S.A.L.T. CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Tuesday, December 19  |  1:30 p.m.
Worship Center
Tuesday, December 19, Buffalo Covenant Church 
is pleased to host Allen and Matt Carlson. They 
are a father and son duo who share a passion for 
Gospel music. They will be sharing in a very special 
Christmas program, beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
The program will be held in our Worship Center. 
This special Christmas program is sponsored by our 
SALT Family and is open to everyone who enjoys 
hearing the music of Christmas. Refreshments will 
be served following the program. Invite a friend to 
come and share with you in a time of celebration of 
the birth of our Savior. 

   **To learn more about these groups 
     or classes, please visit buffalocov.org

BCC

BCC youth

BCC ADULTS
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ADULT SUNDAY CLASSES:
NOTE:  There will be no Sunday Morning Adult Classes 
December 24th or 31st.

9:30 A.M. CLASSES

SERMON PLUNGE
Sundays, Starting Jan 7 |  9:30 a.m.
Room 201
This class gathers to dig ask questions and explore 
topics pertaining to the text of the morning sermon.  
Also, there will be an opportunity to get connected 
with a few others. 

“GENERATIONS” 
INTERGENERATIONAL CLASS
Sundays |  9:30 a.m.  |  Gym
If you have a desire to learn and grow closer to God, 
and do this with people of all ages, we invite you to 
join us!  The Generations class welcomes people of 
all ages to share in a time of fellowship, discussion 
and activities for the purpose of growing our faith 
by learning, serving, and sharing with one another.  
Suggested ages:  8-98!  

11:00 A.M. CLASSES

DIGGING DEEPER
Sundays   |  11:00 a.m.  |  Gym
This class digs a little deeper into questions and 
topics pertaining to the text of the morning sermon

UPCOMING SUNDAY 
CLASSES:
THE CROSS AND THE FLAG: 
AMERICANISM VERSUS CHRISTIAN 
CITIZENSHIP     
Sundays, Starting February 25
Instructor:  Bill Everett
.  



Featuring the Festival Choir, Bells, and Chamber Ensemble
 with featured guest, Arielle Cady Flores, international violinist 

and instructor at Minnetonka Christian Academy.

Come and join us as we celebrate the mystery
 and majesty of our Savior’s birth.

ADULT WEEKDAY CLASSES: 
APOLOGETICS – GIVING AN ANSWER 
FOR WHAT YOU BELIEVE
Tuesdays | 7:00-8:15 p.m.
Instructor: Pastor Max Frazier
This class focuses on some of the important 
questions of faith and how to answer them.

DEEP WATERS – THE MISSION
Tuesdays  |  6:00-7:30 a.m.
Men, we were made for a mission. Jesus completed 
his mission by doing a hand-off, and giving us our 
mission, “go make disciples.”  

DEEP WATERS DISCIPLESHIP AND 
LEADERSHIP FOR MEN – YEAR 1
Wednesdays  |  6:00-7:30 a.m. 
The focus of the first year of Deep Waters is on a 
verse-by-verse study of the book of Nehemiah.  

LUNCH ‘N LEARN   
Wednesdays, Starting Jan 10 | 12-2:00  p.m.
Youth Room
Instructor: Pastor Steve Wintermantel    
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has given us—His 
Church a mission:  “Go make disciples of all nations.”  
At Lunch ‘n Learn we will explore what this mission 
means for us as parents, grandparents, neighbors 
and friends.  A soup lunch will be provided for a 
free-will offering.  To register, please contact Pastor 
Steve: stevewint@buffalocov.org; or 763-647-0271. 

DISCIPLESHIP EQUIP (DSE): 
MAKING DISCIPLES EVERYDAY
Wednesdays  | 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Pastor Steve Wintermantel
DSE is a 30-week disciple-making experience which 
will prepare you to enter into the life-changing 
ministry of making disciples everyday at home, in 
our church family, in your neighborhood, workplace 
or school. 

UPCOMING WEEKDAY 
CLASSES:
MAJOR MESSAGES FROM MINOR 
PROPHETS
Mondays, Starting February 5 
Instructor:  Dr. Oliver Blosser
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Buffalo Covenant Church Presents...

 TODAY, DECEMBER 3
 Christmas Festival 4:00 p.m.

Refreshments 3:30 p.m.

Featuring the Festival Choir, Bells, and Chamber Ensemble
 with featured guest, Arielle Cady Flores, international violinist 

and instructor at Minnetonka Christian Academy.

Come and join us as we celebrate the mystery
 and majesty of our Savior’s birth.



BCC KIDS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Sunday, December 10  | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

DRESS REHEARSAL
Saturday, December 9  | 10:00 a.m - Noon 
The program this year is a very interesting story that 
will remind us that Christmas is about Jesus! The 
program features acting as well as singing. Invite 
Grandpa and Grandma, your friends and neighbors, 
and come hear the kids share the real meaning of 
Christmas!

PASTOR MARY’S CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP
Sundays through Christmas  |  Commons
Give your loved ones a fantastic Christmas gift - 
God’s Word. Purchase  a Bible, Bible story book, 
devotional book for kids, or other family resources 
from the collection on a display in the Commons.  
Read together at home! Also great for grandkids, 
nieces, nephews, and any special kids in your life. 
There is limited supply on hand, and orders can be 
taken and will arrive a week later. 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
BCC KIDS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
DRESS REHEARSAL
Saturday, December 9 | 10:00 - Noon

BCC KIDS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Sunday, December 10  | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

AWANA - DRESS LIKE CHRISTMAS NIGHT 
Wednesday, December 13 

NO AWANA
December 20 & 27

AWANA RESUMES
January 3
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HANG TIME CHRISTMAS PARTY
Wednesday, December 13 | 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Kick off the advent of Jesus season with your 
friends at the Christmas Party. A night off of Hang 
Time routine to celebrate the birth of our Savior 
King. Food will be served; fun will be had by all.

CHILL OUT CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday, December 10  |  7:00 - 9:30 pm
Kick off the advent of Jesus season with your 
friends at the Christmas Party. A night off of Chill 
Out routine to celebrate the birth of our Savior 
King. Christmas dinner, games and fellowship.  
Open to 9-12 grades.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
HANG TIME CHRISTMAS PARTY
Wednesday, December 13 | 6:00 - 8:00 pm

CHILL OUT CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday, December 10  |  7:00 - 9:30 pm

NO HANG TIME
December 20 & 27 

NO CHILL OUT
December 17, 24, & 31

NO TRACK CLASSES
December 17, 24, & 31

HANG TIME RESUMES
January 3

CHILL OUT RESUMES
January 7

BCC
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Upcoming Youth Israel 
Team Fundraisers

CHRISTMAS COOKIE BOUTIQUE
TODAY   |  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Looking for fresh, homemade, hand-decorated 
sweets just in time for the holidays? If so, please stop 
by the Commons on December 3 from 9-Noon to 
pick up some amazing holiday cookies & treats! 
All proceeds support Youth Israel Team. 

CHRISTMAS DROP & SHOP
Friday, December 8  |  5:00-9:00 p.m. 
The 2018 Youth Israel Team will be offering 
a babysitting service for a fundraiser event. 
Babysitting will be offered for infants through 
5th grade at the church. This will allow you to go 
Christmas shopping, bake or even go on a date!  
Sign up will be in the Commons today after second 
and third service with more information.

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS
Wednesdays | 5-6:00 p.m. | Youth Room
Wondering how to fit supper in between school 
and Wednesday night Hang Time or AWANA?
Come to church to eat! For just $5 per person, you 
can eat supper from 5-6 pm at church and be right 
there for either Hang Time or AWANA.

December Menu: 

December 6 - Taco soup, chicken noodle soup, 
baguettes, brownies

December 13 - Spaghetti & meatballs, bread, 
cookies/bars



T h e  M e a n i n g  o f  C h r i s t m a s  C o m e s  t o  L i f e  a t . . .

The

A Free Interactive Event!
Cookies & Hot Chocolate, Live Animals, Interact with Mary & Joseph & Baby, 

Wise Men, Angels & Roman Soldiers, & check out the newly-added Marketplace!

buffalocov.org

DECEMBER  16 & 17 • 5:00-7:00 PM
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In the Church
SEWING FABRIC NEEDED
The women of Mission Connection are looking for  
left-over sewing fabric for their projects. They need 
quilter cotton and cotton flannel in dark colors, 
preferably floral and/or geometric prints, in pieces 
larger than a square foot. Here’s your opportunity to 
clear out your scraps and donate to a good cause. 
Fabric can be left at the Reception Desk.

THANK YOU FROM ARDELLE STRAND
I want to thank all of my friends and family who 
came to help me celebrate my birthday. I really 
enjoyed it and I am so fortunate to have so many 
friends and a loving family. Thank you so very much. 
- Ardelle Strand

In the Community
FOUNDATION CHRISTIAN ACADEMY - 
CLASSROOM HELPERS WANTED
Year two is off to a great start! Thanks for all the 
prayers and support. As the school is growing, we 
are in need of classroom helpers. If you have a few 
hours a week and love working with kids, we NEED 
you! Starting in January, one or two mornings a 
week. For more information, please email Jessica at 
jessicapack.fca@gmail.com  
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CHOSEN stands for Community Helping 
Orphans and Supporting Each other’s Needs.
Mission Statement: CHOSEN will encourage and equip 
BCC to care for the spritiual and physical needs of 
orphans, vulnerable children and their families in our 
church, community and world in obedience to God’s 
command. Vision Statement: That every child would 
have daily needs provided for and know the love of God 
and family.

There are a lot of great comeback stories and 
many of us enjoy hearing about them. One 
story is the story of Bernie Marcus. Bernie was 
the son of a poor Russian cabinetmaker in 
Newark, New Jersey. In 1978, he was fired from 
a do-it-yourself retail store called HANDY DAN. 
Bernie teamed up with a guy named Arthur 
Blank, and they decided to start their own 
business. They opened their first store in At-
lanta, Georgia. It was called THE HOME DEPOT. 
Today, they have stores all over the world, and 
their annual income is in the billions. That’s a 
great comeback story!

Even in the Bible we find some phenomenal 
comebacks. Joseph who went from the pit to 
the palace, becoming the Prime Minister of 
Egypt. King David’s comeback after his fall. Job 
would certainly qualify as one of the great-
est comebacks of all time. John Mark would 
qualify after failing on his first missionary jour-
ney. Peter would be at the top of the list, after 
denying knowing the Lord, yet God allowed 
him to come back and preach the very first 
sermon on the opening day of the church, the 
Day of Pentecost. By Barry Cameron

What do these stories have to do with BCC’s 
CHOSEN ministry? It is our hope and prayer 
that, while our stories may not be as notable 
as those above, 2018 will be a comeback 
year for our ministry and our work with and 
through the BCC family. Watch for more 
information in the months ahead and pray for 
God’s blessing upon the children that can and 
will be served through this ministry in 2018.



Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services

December 24
1:30, 3:00 & 4:30 p.m.

BEAUTIFUL MUSIC, 

LOVELY CANDLELIGHT, 

AND THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRISTMAS.

** There will also be morning services 

Sunday, December 24 at 8:00 & 9:30 a.m.

These will be normal Sunday services.  


