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January 7 -  Hosea: God’s Message of Love to Rebellious Israel -   
Hosea 11:1-12
Hosea has often been described as “the Gospel of John in the Old Testament.”  
Its theme, so strongly portrayed is of a God whose love is boundless, yet who 
strongly disciplines those who stray away from that love.  Hosea uses his troubled 
marriage as a portrait of God’s love to a faithless Israel.  We will focus upon God’s 
love – a limitless love and a disciplining love.
 
January 14 -  Joel: The Locusts Are Coming -  Joel 2:1-32
Joel portrays a strong devastation brought by a plague of locusts – not just one 
variety, but several.  Agriculturally the land is decimated.  This plague is a strong 
reminder from God that judgment is imminent because of Israel’s refusal to 
repent from their sins.  Yet, Joel also offers hope for restoration and healing if the 
people will turn and come back to God.  They needed to remember what their 
walk with God had been before.  And they needed to repent.  Those are still the 
two keys for us today as we seek to be restored back into a relationship with God.

January 21 -  Amos: Beware of the Dangers of Social Sins -  Amos 1-9
Amos was not a professional prophet; he was a businessman.  Yet God gave him 
a very strong message to declare to the Northern Kingdom.  The basis for God’s 
condemnation was directed toward the social and cultural sins, especially among 
the elites of Amos’ day: the sin of laziness; the sin of wanton luxury and gluttony; 
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the sin of idle pleasures; the sin of drunkenness.  
There was the abuse of power, especially of the 
wealthy toward those who were impoverished.  
And immorality found a haven within the homes of 
many.  The message of Amos is one of judgment – 
the Assyrians were coming and great would be the 
fall of the Northern Kingdom.  Yet, God never sends 
judgment without also stating that restoration 
would follow.  Praise God for the message of hope.  
 
January 28 -  Jonah: It’s All about Missions  
Jonah 4:1-11
The story of Jonah is among the most familiar 
within the Bible.  We become highly critical of 
Jonah because of his disobedience, yet I wonder 
how many of us would have acted similarly.  Within 
chapter 4 we have one of the greatest object lessons 
God ever had a prophet experience.  That object 
lesson would lead to one of the most profound 
questions ever addressed by God to anyone:  Jonah, 
who do you think I should have compassion for?  
This is the question of missions.  This is the question 
of evangelism.  This is the question we each must 
answer today.  There are people from Ninevah all 
around us.  Do we condemn them, or do we have 
compassion toward them?  That is the lesson from 
Jonah.

 

BCC Updates
BCC FINANCIAL UPDATE  
THROUGH NOVEMBER 2017

General Fund Tithes and Offerings:               
November Budget:  $146,000
November Actual:  $123,106
Budget YTD:   $1,394,000 
Offerings YTD:   $1,424,169

Building Fund: 
November Offerings:  $27,263
Loan Balance:   $1,186,571
Thank you for your generosity! 

Pick up your 2018 offering envelopes in the 
Commons today. If you would like offering 
envelopes, please indicate this on the contact 
card and place in the offering plate, sign up at the 
envelope table, call the Church Office 763-682-1470.

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
Sunday, January 28  | 4:00 p.m.
BCC’s Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 28 at 
4:00 in the Worship Center. At this annual meeting, 
we will be approving the 2018 budget, approving 
new couples into membership at BCC, and hearing 
an update on the year ahead from Pastor Max. 
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JANUARY FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDES
The weekly devotional and worship information in 
this guide corresponds with Max’s sermons. Take it 
home and worship with your family! January Family 
Worship Guides are available in a bin under the 
designated frame in the Commons.

JANUARY FAMILY MEMORY VERSE:
Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call on him while he is near. Let the wicked 
forsake their ways and the unrighteous their 
thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he 
will have mercy on them, and to our God, for 
he will freely pardon. - Isaiah 55:6-7

FAITH LIFE SURVEY
Three years ago, our church participated in a Faith 
LIFE Survey, which is designed to help our church 
leadership evaluate our Faith@Home ministries. Our 
church will soon be participating in a second Faith 
LIFE Survey and your participation is very important.  
This survey will provide valuable information about 
the faith practices and beliefs of our congregation, 
and how we can best help you live out your faith in 
all of life.

 The leadership of our church wants to help you in 
every way possible to know and follow Christ 24/7.  
While we are not new to this process, we want to 
get a sense of what work needs to be done, and 
how to best allocate our resources.  In short, this 
survey will provide us with information about how 
our congregation is living out their faith outside 
the walls of this building.  More importantly, it will 
give us some solid direction for how we can help 
you best.

You will hear more from us about the survey in the 
coming weeks, but we wanted you to know it is 
coming and we are excited about this opportunity.
The survey will span three weeks and will begin for 
Buffalo Covenant Church on January 21st. Please 
plan to participate in this important survey.
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There are multiple weekly and monthly 
opportunities to connect with others, to 
grow spiritually and to be supported through 
participating in a Class, Bible Study, Prayer 
Group, Support Group or Social Gathering.

GROUPS: 
PRAYER TEAM
Mondays  | 12:00 p.m. | Room 200

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Mondays  | 1:00 p.m.  | Room 201

PROPEL WOMEN
Thursday, Jan. 11  |  6:30 p.m. | Youth Room 

HOPEKEEPERS LIFE SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday, Jan. 30  |  6:30 p.m. |  Room 200 

WOMEN’S MISSION CONNECTION
Thursday, Jan. 25  |  9:00 a.m. |  Room 108

S.A.L.T. (SENIOR ADULTS LIVING 
TRIUMPHANTLY)
Tuesday, January 16  |  1:30 p.m.
Youth Room
On Tuesday afternoon, January 16, our SALT 
Family will be meeting in the Youth Room for their 
monthly program. Our special guests this month 
are Larry and Marlys Wilson who will be sharing 
with us about their recent trip to Sweden. You 
are invited to come and get a flavor of the “old 
country.”  There will also be time for some worship 
as well as excellent fellowship around the tables 
over a cup of coffee and some delicious treats.  

ADULT SUNDAY CLASSES:

9:30 A.M. CLASSES

SERMON PLUNGE
Sundays, Starting Jan 7 |  9:30 a.m.
Room 201
This class gathers to dig ask questions and explore 
topics pertaining to the text of the morning 
sermon. Also, there will be an opportunity to get 
connected with a few others. 

“GENERATIONS” 
INTERGENERATIONAL CLASS
Sundays |  9:30 a.m.  |  Gym
If you have a desire to learn and grow closer to 
God, and do this with people of all ages, we invite 
you to join us! The Generations class welcomes 
people of all ages to share in a time of fellowship, 
discussion and activities for the purpose of 
growing our faith by learning, serving, and sharing 
with one another. Suggested ages: 8-98!  

11:00 A.M. CLASSES

DIGGING DEEPER
Sundays   |  11:00 a.m.  |  Gym
This class digs a little deeper into questions and 
topics pertaining to the text of the morning 
sermon.

 **To learn more about these groups 
     or classes, please visit buffalocov.org

BCC

BCC youth

BCC ADULTS
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ADULT WEEKDAY CLASSES: 
APOLOGETICS – GIVING AN ANSWER 
FOR WHAT YOU BELIEVE
Tuesdays, starting Jan. 9 | 7:00-8:15 p.m.
Instructor: Pastor Max Frazier
This class will resume on Tuesday evening, January 
9 at 7:00 p.m. We meet in Room 201. We invite you 
to come and join us as we seek to better understand 
our faith and how we can share it with those who 
do not believe. Topics for this term include: From 
where did we come? (An answer to evolution). Was 
Jesus a real historical person as portrayed in the 
Bible or was He just some Jewish folk-hero? Did the 
resurrection of Jesus actually occur? Why is there so 
much suffering in the world? For more information 
contact Pastor Max at max@buffalocov.org.

DEEP WATERS – THE MISSION
Tuesdays  |  6:00-7:30 a.m.
Men, we were made for a mission. Jesus completed 
his mission by doing a hand-off, and giving us our 
mission, “go make disciples.”  

DEEP WATERS DISCIPLESHIP AND 
LEADERSHIP FOR MEN – YEAR 1
Wednesdays, Starting Jan. 10  |  6:00-7:30 a.m. 
This term we will be studying C.S. Lewis’ classic on 
the Christian faith and life titled, Mere Christianity.  
Copies can be purchased through Amazon. 
In addition, we will focus upon one of John 
Maxwell’s 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership 
each week. This class is open to all men. 
For more information contact Pastor Max at 
max@buffalocov.org.

LUNCH ‘N LEARN   
Wednesdays, Starting Jan. 10 | 12-2:00  p.m.
Youth Room
Instructor: Pastor Steve Wintermantel    
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has given us—His 
Church a mission:  “Go make disciples of all nations.”  
At Lunch ‘n Learn we will explore what this mission 
means for us as parents, grandparents, neighbors 
and friends. A soup lunch will be provided for a free-
will offering. To register, please contact Pastor Steve: 
stevewint@buffalocov.org; or 763-647-0271. 

DISCIPLESHIP EQUIP (DSE): 
MAKING DISCIPLES EVERYDAY
Wednesdays  | 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Pastor Steve Wintermantel
DSE is a 30-week disciple-making experience which 
will prepare you to enter into the life-changing 
ministry of making disciples everyday at home, in 
our church family, in your neighborhood, workplace 
or school. 

UPCOMING CLASSES:
MAJOR MESSAGES FROM MINOR 
PROPHETS
Mondays, Starting February 5 
Instructor:  Dr. Oliver Blosser

THE CROSS AND THE FLAG: 
AMERICANISM VERSUS CHRISTIAN 
CITIZENSHIP     
Sundays, Starting February 25
Instructor:  Bill Everett
.  
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DISCIPLINE THAT CONNECTS WITH YOUR 
CHILD’S HEART
Friday, January 19  | 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Every parent wants to raise respectful, responsible 
and faith-filled kids. But when kids misbehave, 
parents often feel lost and confused, and don’t 
realize that their discipline can make things worse 
in the long run.

Jim and Lynne Jackson, founders of Connected 
Families, will be here to teach four powerful 
principles for discipline that shape both behavior 
and your kids’ hearts. You will learn to communicate 
- even when your kids are at their worst - that they 
are safe with you, loved no matter what, capable 
of wise choices, and responsible to make right the 
things they have made wrong. As you impart these 
messages, you will create strong relationships, build 
lasting wisdom and character, and bring God’s grace 
to life in your home! To learn more, visit 
connectedfamilies.org.

Registration is $10 per parent or $15 per couple.  

Make sure you don’t miss this great opportunity 
to be equipped and encouraged, and invite some 
friends to join you!

NO REGRETS MEN’S CONFERENCE
Saturday, February 3 
Registration Begins 8:00 a.m. 
Conference 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Men, save the date!  BCC will once again host this 
powerful conference for men, and young men 
(ages 12+). The No Regrets Men’s Conference is an 
annual event designed to create an environment 
for men to be challenged in their relationship with 
the Lord at home, in the workplace, and in their 
ministry. Online registration begins January 7 at 
buffalocov.org/men. No Regrets is free with a 
free-will offering at lunch.  Invite your son, friend, 
dad or neighbor to join us!  For more information 
contact Pastor Steve: 763.647.0271 or 
stevewint@buffalocov.org.
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MISSION TRIP TO LEON, MEXICO
July 14-22
Applications Due January 31
Don’t miss a great opportunity to serve on a mission 
trip July 14-22, 2018 to Mexico. Rob and Kathy 
Johnson will be our hosts as we catch a vision for 
evangelizing opportunities in this central area of 
Mexico. We are currently accepting applications 
which are available in the commons area.  
Applications are due to the church office by January 
31st. If you would like more info, please contact 
Pastor Reid Gilbert: reid@buffalocov.org or Sharif 
Welch: sharif@buffalocov.org.

SOUP & PRAYER
Sunday, January 14  | 12:15 p.m.
Please join us for a simple meal of soup and bread 
and a time of prayer.

20’S & 30’S BOOT HOCKEY NIGHT
Friday, January 26 | 6:00-8:00 p.m.
A night of fun and fellowship is planned for singles 
and couples in their 20s and 30s (and those young 
at heart)! Join us for a night of boot hockey on the 
church ice rink, warm up by a toasty fire, and meet 
some new faces! If the weather is too warm or too 
cold we will move into the gym for floor hockey 
or volleyball.  Childcare will be provided.  
Please RSVP to Brooke Zumbusch  
(brookezumbusch@gmail.com).



MILESTONE: SALVATION CELEBRATION
Sunday, January 28  | 11:00 a.m. 
This milestone is for all ages. The Salvation 
Celebration celebrates the new birth of children 
who prayed to trust Christ during the previous year. 
Pastors and elders join with the families of those 
children to give thanks for the gift of salvation. 
If your child prayed to trust Christ last year, please 
let Pastor Mary know so your child will be included 
in this milestone event.

CHILD DEDICATION
Sunday, February 18 
The next opportunity for child dedications is on 
Sunday, February 18. If you would like to have your 
child(ren) dedicated, please call the church office 
763-682-1470.

AWANA  
JANUARY 10 - DOT NIGHT
For Sparks and T&T - for every section completed, 
they get to put a sticker dot on their leader - head, 
hands, or uniform…. and we’ll see which handbook 
group completed the most sections for the evening!

JANUARY 24 - DRIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHT
Sparks and T&T kids will have a great time!  We’ll 
provide a fun movie and popcorn, the kids bring 
their cardboard box cars to sit in for the movie. 
There will also be a short handbook time. This is 
one of the most exciting evenings of the year for 
our kids, and it’s a family night, so parents are 
invited to join the fun! So, find a BIG box, and start 
building your car/bus/camper/jeep/airplane/
spaceship/tank…and bring it along to sit in 
during our movie. Please note: We fully anticipate 
substantial assistance from parents in 
the preparation of these vehicles.

PAGE   8
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ADVENTUROUS CHRISTIANS 
YOUTH RETREAT
January 12-15 
For those youth registered to go to AC. 
Friday, January 12:
4:00 a.m. Departure for Lutsen skiers
4:00 p.m. Departure for non-skiers

Monday, January 15:
7-8:00 p.m. Arrive back to BCC

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS
Wednesdays | 5:00-6:00 p.m
Wondering how to fit supper in between school 
and Wednesday night Hang Time or AWANA?
Come to church to eat!

For just $5 per person, you can eat supper from 
5-6:00 p.m. at church and be right there for either 
Hang Time or AWANA.  Below is the nut-free menu 
for January.

January 3 - Regular chili, chips, chocolate chip 
cookie bars

January 10 - Walking tacos (served in the little 
Dorito bags), veggies, Rice Krispie bars

January 17 - Sloppy joes, carrots, veggie straws, 
cake

January 24 - Build-your-own sandwich, chips, 
dessert

January 31 - Ham, cheesy potato casserole, peas, 
bundt cake

The 2018 Youth Israel Team is looking forward to 
serving you!

BCC
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CHOSEN stands for Community Helping 
Orphans and Supporting Each other’s Needs.
Mission Statement: CHOSEN will encourage and equip BCC to 
care for the spritiual and physical needs of orphans, vulnerable 
children and their families in our church, community and world 
in obedience to God’s command. 

God has a deep love for the orphans and widows. 
He proclaims to be the Father of the fatherless. 
Jesus compassionately declared let the children 
come to me. We are the hands and feet of the One 
we serve. If it is so clear that God loves the orphans 
should we not we not be moved from the heart? 
We don’t have all the answers, but we do have to 
take the first step in faith. Pray that God opens the 
idea of adoption to you, and as he opens doors in 
the process, walk through them. It is not an easy 
road, but it is a righteous one. There are literally 
millions of orphans who need a forever family. 
There are many different ways in which one can 
help, such as adoption, foster care, providing a safe 
house for children at risk, or sponsoring a child in 
poverty. Many of these children are born into these 
conditions at no fault of their own. We can bless 
them with clothing, education, housing, and food 
on the table through sponsorship. The need is great 
and as disciples we can all take part of service to 
the Lord’s heart. In the upcoming year, we will be 
having a Chosen Sunday with opportunities to take 
a step of faith, as disciples we can make a difference 
and bring the mission field right into our homes.  
Please pray where God wants you.

In the Community
LOVE-INC BIG WOODS 
If you are looking for a new volunteer opportunity 
in 2018, Love INC-Big Woods can assist you!
We have a variety of ways you can help out – 
either on a regularly scheduled basis or a flexible 
schedule of your choosing. This can be done as an 
individual, a family or a small group. Our current 
volunteer needs include: Intake phone worker, 
transportation help, furniture delivery, Thrift store 
sorters, merchandisers, cashiers, people to do minor 
household or car repair and event planners for 
fundraisers. Call 763-682-2550 for more information. 
Be a part of what God is doing in our community! 


