
The Cross 
& The Flag

February 25, 2018 
Buffalo Covenant Church Our story isn’t about what’s wrong with 

America. It’s that Christ is coming back!

1.  Did God make a 
covenant with America? 

2.  Patriotism, nationalism, 
and allegiance to God 

3.  The Puritans and 
religious freedom 

4.  The United States 
Constitution and “religious 
tests” 

COURSE TOPICS

5.  The Bill of Rights on issues 
of religion  

6.  The First Amendment  

7.  The American worldview 

8.  Secularism and relativism 

9. Politics and culture 

Tenta&ve	schedule	of	topics:	

To better understand God’s will for us (as Americans) 
in our faith journeys: 

•  Romans 12:2: 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect 
will.  

•  What does it mean to “test and approve”?

COURSE GOAL

• Our worldview: The invisible lens through which we 
see the world 

• Our view of God: An Enlightenment-era philosopher 
said: 

“In the beginning God created man in his own 
image, and man has been trying to repay the 
favor ever since.” 

- Voltaire, 1694-1778         

BARRIERS TO DISCERNMENT

Voltaire was suggesting that we are inclined to view 
God as: 

• An extension of ourselves  

• Our cheerleader and ardent supporter 
• Seeing the world the way we do.  

Do we think that God thinks like an American? 

BARRIERS TO DISCERNMENT

Did God create America as 
a special, chosen nation? 

Is America in a covenantal 
relationship with God? 

• Sailed on the Arbella (1630) 

• Wrote “A Model of Christian 
Charity” 

• Saw Puritans as being “in 
covenant” with God and each 
other 

• Purpose: to build a “City of a Hill”

OUR PURITAN HERITAGE

John Winthrop

Winthrop’s sermon: 

The Lord will be our God and delight to dwell among 
us as His own people and will command a blessing 
upon us in all our ways * * *  

For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a 
hill. 

Matthew 5:14:

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden.”

CITY ON A HILL



Jefferson’s second inaugural address (1805):

“I shall need, too, the favor of that Being… who 
led our fathers, as Israel of old, from their native 
land and planted them in a country flowing with 
all the necessaries and comforts of life….”

CITY ON A HILL

President Ronald Reagan, 1974 speech:

John Winthrop said, “We will be as a city upon a 
hill….” Well, we have not dealt falsely with our 
God, even if He is temporarily suspended from 
the classroom. 

CITY ON A HILL

Question:

What  beliefs, attitudes, or actions can you trace 
to the view of America as being God’s chosen 
nation?

CITY ON A HILL

“Sir, my concern is not 
whether God is on our side; 
my greatest concern is to be 
on God's side, for God is 
always right.”

PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S POSITION:

QUESTION:

What scriptural or other evidence exists to 
show that God created America as a special, 
chosen nation?  

 

TESTING THE EVIDENCE:

• God’s “covenant with America” is not mentioned 
in scripture.  

  
• Aren’t God’s blessings on America evidence of 

being a chosen nation?  

• Think about Job’s friends! 

TESTING THE EVIDENCE

•Israel’s covenant story climaxed with Jesus 
(Colossians 1:19-23). 

•Jesus came to save all people from all nations 
(Revelation 5:6-10). 

•Scripture tells us our citizenship is in heaven 
(Philippians 3:20).

PROBLEMS WITH WINTHROP’S VIEW

We lose all other worldly identities through 
baptism in Christ (Galatians 3:28).

PROBLEMS WITH WINTHROP’S VIEW

Thought experiment:  

If you were sent to become a citizen of Mexico, 
Saudi Arabia, China, or some other country, how 
would that affect your relationship with God?

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD


