
Psalm 22 is the Crucifixion Psalm of the Psalter, Israel’s Worship Hymnal. The suffering of the 
Messiah is presented in verses 1-21. This is the only place in Scripture where the reader learns 
about the redemptive suffering of Jesus from the Messiah’s perspective. The Gospel-Records 
cite Jesus’ passion from the viewpoint of different eyewitnesses.

The last portion of Psalm 22 outlines the victory of the Messiah from His Resurrection to His 
Messianic reign over the earth in the Kingdom of God, verses 22-31.

The resurrection of the body is a well known concept in the Hebrew Bible. It was a concept 
taught from the beginning of time. The oldest scroll of the Old Testament contains the 
comforting teaching of physical, bodily resurrection. It is the Scroll of Job—

Job 19:23-27 
23  “Oh, that my words were written!
 Oh, that they were inscribed in a book!
24  That they were engraved on a rock
 With an iron pen and lead, forever!
25  For I know that my Redeemer lives,
 And He shall stand at last on the earth;
26  And after my skin is destroyed, this I know,
 That in my flesh I shall see God,
27  Whom I shall see for myself,
 And my eyes shall behold, and not another.
 How my heart yearns within me!
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Job has the revelation that his Kinsman-Redeemer will come back to life, conquering death. 
As a result, he also will experience the resurrection of the body. Once resurrected, he will see 
God in his resurrected body. His innermost being is filled with this hope and comfort.

Job 19:25 is an ancient prophecy of Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead— “[Literal Hebrew 
translation] Indeed, I, I personally know that my Kinsman-Redeemer lives and at last from the 
dust He will arise.”

The fulfillment of Job’s Messianic Prophecy is found in the Gospel of John.

John 20:1-10—Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 Then she ran and 
came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 
taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”   3 Peter 
therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4 So they both ran 
together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 And he, stooping 
down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the 
handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together 
in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw 
and believed. 9 For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 
10 Then the disciples went away again to their own homes.

The ‘other disciple’ is the Apostle John, the author of this Gospel, who was also much 
younger than Peter. That is why he outran Peter during their marathon. The Apostle John is 
the first to believe in the physical, bodily Resurrection of Jesus. His belief in the Resurrection 
of Jesus was based on circumstantial evidence alone— linen clothes and spices left behind 
through which Jesus resurrected, and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not 
lying with the linen clothes, but folded together in a place. With these items of great value 
left behind, theft was ruled out. The only other solution to the missing physical body of Jesus 
would be resurrection from the dead.

What Does The Resurrection Of Jesus Mean For Us According To Psalm 22? 
Let’s look at Jesus’ Resurrection and ministry according to Psalm 22:22-31.



The Messiah, Risen From The Dead, Would Appear In The Midst Of The 
Congregation Of Israel.
Psalm 22:22—I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly 
I will praise You.

In Judaism, ten praying men constitute a congregation. Note that Jesus as the Messiah is the 
speaker in Psalm 22:22. Here is the Messiah’s appearance in the New Testament to fulfill this 
prophecy.

John 20:19-23 —19 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the 
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in 
the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When He had said this, He showed them His 
hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  21 So Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He 
breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

These ten disciple eyewitnesses saw with their own eyes the wounds of crucifixion. 
However, Thomas needed more than circumstantial evidence and the eyewitness 
testimony of the other disciples to the Resurrection of Jesus. Thomas himself had to 
both see the wounds of crucifixion and to personally touch them before he would believe.

John 20:24-29 —24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to 
them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”  26 And after eight days His disciples were again 
inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; 
and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”  28 And 
Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”  29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, be-
cause you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”

Hebrews 2:11-12  —11 For both He [Jesus] who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are 
all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: “I will declare Your 
name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.”

What should the congregation of believers do in light of the Resurrection? 



Psalm 22:23-25 

23  You who fear the LORD, praise Him!
 All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him,
 And fear Him, all you offspring of Israel!
24  For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted;
 Nor has He hidden His face from Him;
 But when He cried to Him, He heard.
25  My praise shall be of You in the great assembly;
 I will pay My vows before those who fear Him.

Believers should do the following— all because of the Resurrection of the Messiah. The 
Messiah, our LORD Jesus, said that he would declare the Father’s Name. So those believers 
who fear the LORD are challenged to do these actions —

 √ Praise Him
 √ Glorify Him
 √ Fear, i.e., stand in awe of Him

Why should we do these things? Because the Father did not despise nor abhor the affliction 
of the Afflicted, i.e., the Messiah. Also, the Father did not hide His face from the Messiah but 
answered His prayer for Resurrection. The prayer is given in Psalm 22:19-21.

Psalm 22:19-21  

19  But You, O LORD, do not be far from Me;
 O My Strength, hasten to help Me!
20  Deliver Me from the sword,
 My precious life from the power of the dog.
21  Save Me from the lion’s mouth
 And from the horns of the wild oxen!
 You have answered Me.

Thus the Messiah will praise the Father in the great congregation. He will give His vows of 
thanksgiving before those who fear/honor the Father.

Psalm 35:18—I will give You thanks in the great assembly; I will praise You among many people.



Psalm 40:9-10   

9 I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness
 In the great assembly;
 Indeed, I do not restrain my lips,
 O LORD, You Yourself know.
10  I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart;
 I have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation;
 I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth
 From the great assembly.

The Messiah, Risen From The Dead, Will Continue His Messianic Mission And Ministry
What will be the Messiah’s future mission and ministry? The Messiah’s ministry is found in 
Psalm 22:26-31.

√ He will look out for the poor.
Psalm 22:26 —The poor shall eat and be satisfied; Those who seek Him will praise the LORD. Let 
your heart live forever!

Psalm 72:4, 12-14 

4  He will bring justice to the poor of the people;
 He will save the children of the needy,
 And will break in pieces the oppressor.  … 
12  For He will deliver the needy when he cries,
 The poor also, and him who has no helper.
13  He will spare the poor and needy,
 And will save the souls of the needy.
14  He will redeem their life from oppression and violence;
 And precious shall be their blood in His sight.

√ He will bring the nations to repent and to worship the LORD.
Psalm 22:27 —All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families 
of the nations shall worship before You.

Psalm 72:11  —Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; All nations shall serve Him.



√ He will establish the Messianic Kingdom and rule over the nations.
Psalm 22:28—For the kingdom is the LORD’S, And He rules over the nations.

Psalm 72:8 —He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends 
of the earth.

The ‘River’ here is always a reference to the Euphrates River.

√ He will cause the prosperous of the earth to eat and to worship.
Psalm 22:29a —All the prosperous of the earth shall eat and worship;…

√ He will bring the dead to life so that they might bow before Him.
Psalm 22:29b —… All those who go down to the dust shall bow before Him, Even he who cannot 
keep himself alive.

Isaiah 26:19 —Your dead shall live; Together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and sing, 
you who dwell in dust; For your dew is like the dew of herbs, And the earth shall cast out the dead.

Here the Prophet Isaiah is referring to his dead body also.

Philippians 2:10-11—10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

√ He will call a generation to serve Him and to testify to the next generation.
Psalm 22:30-31
30  A posterity shall serve Him.
 It will be recounted of the Lord to the next generation,
31  They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will be born,
 That He has done this.

Psalm 78:4 —We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come the 
praises of the LORD, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.



What Does The Resurrection Of Jesus Mean For Us According To The New Testament?
Today, as believers in the bodily Resurrection of Jesus from the dead, we also have
documentary evidence for Jesus’ Resurrection from eyewitnesses who wrote down 
their accounts.

• The Resurrection of Jesus guarantees our bodily resurrection.
John 14:19 —A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because 
I live, you will live also.

John 11:25-26 —25 Jesus said to her [Martha], “I am the resurrection and the life. He who be-
lieves in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never 
die. Do you believe this?”

Romans 8:11 —But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells 
in you.

I Corinthians 15:54—So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in 
victory.”

I Corinthians 15:22 —For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.

II Corinthians 4:14 —Knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with 
Jesus, and will present us with you.

• The Resurrection of Jesus was unique
1. Because He was resurrected by His own power.
John 10:17-18 —17 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it 
again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”



2. Because He arose never to die again.
I Corinthians 15:20 —But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.

Acts 2:23-24 —23 Him [Jesus], being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of 
God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.

3. The Resurrection of Jesus is a vital part of the Gospel.
I Corinthians 15:1-4 —1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 
that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered to you first of all 
that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.

II Timothy 2:8—Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead ac-
cording to my gospel.

Romans 4:22-25—22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  23Now it was 
not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed 
to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up 
because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.

Romans 10:9-10—9 That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

The Resurrection of Jesus was the theme of the Apostles’ preaching in the Scroll of 
Acts. Cf., Acts 2:24, 32; 3:15, 26; 4:10; 10:40; 13:30-37; 17:31.

New Testament scholar Michael Green wrote: “The resurrection was the belief 
that turned heartbroken followers of a crucified rabbi into the courageous 
witnesses and martyrs of the early church.  ... You could imprison them, 
flog them, kill them, but you could not make them deny their conviction 
that “on the third day He rose again.’” [Editor’s Preface in George Eldon 
Ladd, I Believe in the Resurrection of Jesus. (Grand Rapids: Wm. 
B. Eerdmans, 1975)].



Certainly the Apostles, to whom the Risen Christ appeared, would not have died a martyr’s 
death for the sake of a lie. According to Church historians, the apostles died the following 
martyr’s deaths—

Peter was crucified upside down.

Andrew was crucified.

James, the son of Zebedee, was killed by the sword.

John  died a natural death, although he was persecuted and exiled to Patmos, a Roman  
Prison Camp, by Caesar Domitian.

Philip was crucified.

Bartholomew was crucified.

Thomas was thrust through with a spear.

James, the son of Alphaeus, was crucified.

Thaddaeus was killed arrows.

Simon, the Zealot, was crucified.

Paul was beheaded.

Hebrews 12:1-2—1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endur-
ance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 2:3—How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him.

The Lamb that was slain, arose victorious over the grave! And those who believe in Him, will 
also rise to newness of life! Praise God for the victory that we have in our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Every believer can live with hope! All because of Jesus’ Resurrection victory which is accept-
ed by faith! By faith the victory of the Resurrection becomes our victory!


