b u f f a l o c o v. o r g

BCC CONNECTION

office@buffalocov.org // 763. 682.1470

C HRI STMA S 2 0 2 0

TABLE OF CONTENTS
04

CHRISTMAS UPDATES

06

ADVENT–THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS

08

CHRISTMAS EVENTS & INFO

10
11

CHRISTMAS EVE
UPCOMING SERIES

12

ADULT MINISTRY

13

YOUTH MINISTRY

14

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

15

WINTER CLASSES

16

UPCOMING EVENTS

18

MISSIONARY UPDATES

SUNDAY SERVICES
9:00 & 11:00 am // 9:00 am Livestream (buffalocov.org/live)
10:10-10:50 am Sunday School Express (buffalocov.org/express)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday: 8:00 am–4:00 pm // Friday: 8:00 am–12:00 pm
Office Closed: November 26 & 27 // December 24, 25, 31 // January 1

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Available in Commons // Please pick up your 2021 offering envelopes in
the Commons. If you would like offering envelopes, sign up at the envelope
counter, call the Church Office, or email diane@buffalocov.org.

YEAR END GIVING
We are so grateful for God’s provision throughout 2020 and are thankful for
your support and God’s amazing work through your offerings. For financial
gifts to be included for 2020, giving can be done online, dropped off at the
church office, or postmarked no later than December 31. Thank you for your
continued generosity!

CONTACT INFORMATION
1601 Highway 25 North • Buffalo, MN 55313
763.682.1470 • office@buffalocov.org
FB: facebook.com/buffalocovenantchurchmn
IG: @buffalocovenantchurch
buffalocov.org
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2020

CHRISTMAS AT BCC
This has been a difficult and challenging year for our BCC church family,
and the challenges we are facing will make Christmas at BCC look a little
different than past years. In spite of the changes and challenges, we are
so grateful that we can still gather together and share the true, lasting
reason for the Christmas season!

THE

We are disappointed to share that we have had to postpone some
of our annual Holiday/Christmas events. The following are postponed
until Christmas 2021.
Youth Turkey Bowl
Children’s Christmas Program
Annual Living Nativity
Christmas Shared/Annual Music Festival
While this is disappointing for all of us, we are thankful that nothing
can prevent us from sharing the Story of Christmas through the
Advent season! We are also excited to celebrate our Savior, the Light
of the World, at four Christmas Eve services on December 23 and 24.
We will be hosting the Christmas Store and the annual S.A.L.T. Christmas
Concert, and will be joining together to raise support for our Christmas
Love Project.

Find complete details and event registration information in this
Connection and online at buffalocov.org/christmas
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SHINES IN THE
DARKNESS, AND
THE DARKNESS
HAS NOT
OVERCOME IT.
john 1:5
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2020 ADVENT
NOVEMBER 29 // FIRST ADVENT SUNDAY
A Christmas Story–The Forward // The function of the Forward in any story is to give
the reader a snapshot of the purpose for the book. In the Forward, the author gives
us some insights that we need to know in order to better understand the story we
are about to read. The Christmas Story also has a Forward, and by reading it we
come to understand the reason for the Story itself. God’s perfect plan for man was
interrupted through the disobedience of Adam and Eve. God then sent His Son to
demonstrate His love, to extend His grace, and to solve man’s dilemma of how to
have a relationship with a holy God. That is the snapshot of the Christmas Story.
DECEMBER 6 // SECOND ADVENT SUNDAY
A Christmas Story–The Setting // Every story has a setting. It could be the streets
of a major urban center, the fields and orchards of the countryside, the high seas,
or the heart of the jungle. The setting of the story is important. The setting of the
Christmas Story is also important. Bethlehem, while a relatively insignificant town
just outside of Jerusalem, had a remarkable history. We shall discover that it was
a place of sorrow and death, a place of hope and love, a place of celebration and
anointing, and a place of promise. There certainly was more to Bethlehem than
just “being a little town.”
DECEMBER 13 // THIRD ADVENT SUNDAY
A Christmas Story–The Narrators // A story is told through the eyes of a story-teller.
At times that story-teller is part of the story itself, while other times, the story-teller
is observing the story from a distance, almost as if detached from the story. Who are
the tellers of the Christmas Story? We could say they were Matthew and Luke, the
ones who recorded the Story. But as one focuses more closely upon the Story, one
discovers that there is a common thread: Mary and Joseph and the shepherds each
were visited and given instructions by an angel. The message from the angel was
unexpected, as well as encouraging and exciting.
DECEMBER 20 // FOURTH ADVENT SUNDAY
A Christmas Story–The Cast of Characters // One of the important features of a great
story is the cast of characters who become involved within the story. We can all list
some of our favorite characters from stories we have read. God selected several
characters to be part of the Christmas Story. There were Mary and Joseph, both of
whom struggled with fears of rejection by others. There were the shepherds whose
lives were also interrupted that Christmas Eve. And there were the Magi who came
to worship the Child who had been born. There are lessons we can learn from each
of these characters that will enhance of understanding of the Christmas Story.
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DECEMBER 24 // CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Story–The Main Character // There is no question as to who the central
character is in the Christmas Story. His name is Jesus. He was God in the flesh, God
who stepped into our world, God who experienced all the joys and sorrows that
mankind had experienced since the expulsion from the Garden of Eden. He was
Truth, revealing that Truth to us through His words and His deeds. And, He came
with the purpose of dying for each of us. The cross was His motivation—it was
the reason for His coming. He was “the Great I AM!”
DECEMBER 27 // GUEST SPEAKER–DR. OLIVER BLOSSER

ADVENT READING GUIDES // Available in Commons Beginning Nov. 29
Pick up an Advent reading guide for you or your family. Available for families of
all shapes and sizes! (Families without kids, families with teens and children, and
those with grandkids of those ages as well.)

BIBLE
VERSES
John 1:1-5

1 John 4:9-11

Romans 3:22

John 1:14-18

Psalm 24

Isaiah 1:18

Luke 1:67-80

Matthew 5:17

Ephesians 2:4-5

Luke 1:26-38

John 1:14

Philippians 2:9

Luke 1:46-56

Galatians 4:4-5

Matthew 2:10

John 10:1-30

Isaiah 9:2

Matthew 1:23

Isaiah 9:6-7

Isaiah 40:10-11

Luke 2:1-20

Isaiah 53

Numbers 24:17

Psalm 98 & Luke 2:30

Isaiah 7:14
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AT BUFFALO COVENANT

CHRISTMAS AT A GLANCE
2020 ADVENT SERIES
Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 23/24

CHRISTMAS COOKIE BOUTIQUE
December 20 // Morning Services

THE CHRISTMAS STORE
Sundays // Nov 29–Dec 20

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
December 23 // 7:00 pm
December 24 // 1:30, 3:00, 4:30 pm
Livestream: December 24 // 3:00 pm

S.A.L.T. CHRISTMAS CONCERT
December 15 // 1:30 pm
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTIES
CHILL OUT // December 6
HANG TIME // December 9

CHRISTMAS LOVE PROJECT
buffalocov.org/loveproject

CHRISTMAS

BUFFALO COVENANT CHURCH CHRISTMAS LOVE PROJECT
The Missions Commission is excited to announce that our 2020 Christmas
Love Project wil be raising funds to support our very own Nick & Stephanie
Reitenour as they follow the Lord’s calling to Kenya, Africa! Nick and Stephanie
will be teaching at Rift Valley Academy, a boarding school with over 500 students.
Nick will be teaching art and graphic design, and will also help educate families
on how to nurture and care for special needs children. Stephanie will be working
with early childhood development. Please be in prayer for the 2020 Christmas
Love Project and find more information on the recipientts here:
buffalocov.org/loveproject
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UPCOMING SERIES
Join us in January, 2021 for a new series

ISAIAH: AN ANCIENT PROPHET WITH A CONTEMPORARY MESSAGE

Keep Jesus at the center of your Christmas celebration. Join us
for our Christmas Eve services to enjoy beautiful music and
the message of Hope that is found in the birth of our Savior.

Wednesday, December 23 // 7:00 pm
Thursday, December 24* // 1:30, 3:00, 4:30 pm
Online Livestream December 24 // 3:00 pm
We are hosting additional viewing areas during all 4 services.
Seating will be assigned in all viewing areas with
reservations, which will be available online
beginning December 14 at Noon.

Isaiah is the longest of the prophetic books in the Old Testament, and it is the most
quoted Old Testament book within the New Testament. Many Bible scholars have
chosen to identify Isaiah as “the Bible within the Bible.” It is a book filled with the
messages of God’s amazing grace, while also reminding us of God’s wrath toward
those who refuse to believe. It is a book that describes amazing answers to prayer.
In the book we will meet kings and political leaders—some who stood for truth,
while others turned away from truth to seek their own welfare. Each would hear
from God.
As we journey through the 66 chapters, we will be amazed that the times of
Isaiah—the eighth century BC—are not that different from our own times, some
28 centuries later. The culture of Isaiah’s time included: rampant immorality,
political uncertainties, economic unrest, and religious indifference. Yet, God
offered hope through the words of the prophet—words that continue to bring
hope to this day. Because culture does not change and because sin does not
change, we will discover that God’s promises do not change either.
We invite you to join with us for this amazing journey through one of the most
remarkable books within the Bible. And we would encourage you to begin reading
through this amazing book even now. Let’s hear God’s challenge to us: “’Come
now, let us reason together,’” says the LORD.”

buffalocov.org/christmas
*Childcare will be available at all 3 services on Thursday, December 24.

REACHING OUT TO
Looking for ways to make Christmas special for your own family and for others in
our community? There are many ways to reach out to others during this time of
year. From Toys for Tots to adopting shut-in senior citizens for Christmas, let’s join
together as a church body to bless those around us in these difficult times!
Check out the BCC list of outreach ideas here: buffalocov.org/outreach
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Thank you to everyone who delivered Meals on Wheels in October.
You were a blessing to our community!
Reid and Terri Gilbert would like to thank everyone who participated in the 2020
Missions Conference! Many of our visiting missionaries told us they were truly
blessed and felt so supported by our BCC family. Thank you to the BCC staff, worship
team and a special thanks to the Mission Commission who generously gave their
time, gifts, and talents to make the conference a blessed time for all who attended.
We truly felt the Lord’s presence throughout the conference. We give Him all the
praise and glory for being present! (BCC Mission Commission // Alex Macalena, Carol
Averbeck, Jon Thomas, Julie Lingo, Wendy Ling, Maren Luedemann, Paul Luedemann,
Stacy Uecker , Stephanie Reitenour, Reid Gilbert, Terri Gilbert)
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MINISTRY

MINISTRY
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

SUNDAY SCHOOL // 10:10 SUNDAY SCHOOL EXPRESS

Tuesdays // 7:00–8:00 pm // Gym
Narcotics Anonymous offers recovery from the effects of addiction through
working an organized twelve-step program, including regular attendance
at group meetings. If you or someone you know is in need of this ministry,
please contact the church office.

6 & 7 Grade Boys // Room 110		
Confirmation // Room 201		

GRIEFSHARE
Through December 15 // Tuesdays // 6:30-8:30 pm // Room 108
GriefShare meets to help those who have experienced loss in their lives and who
desire help and support from others while coping with their loss. For questions,
please contact Reid Gilbert at reid@buffalocov.org or the Church Office.

MONDAY PRAYER MEETING
Mondays // 12:00-1:00 pm // Room 200
Attendees of this group meet weekly to pray for BCC, the pastors and staff, and the
needs of the BCC congregation. This prayer time is open to all of the BCC family.

SMALL GROUPS
We believe it is very important to find community and connection beyond Sunday
mornings. Small groups provide a community-based environment that gives group
members a safe place for transformation, connecting with others, growing in faith
and Biblical discipleship that is essential to become mature disciples of Jesus. Group
members are joined from a cross section of life, including singles and married
couples of all ages. Groups range in size from 6 to 18 people. Some of the small
groups will be for ladies only. Some will be open to those with children. Some will
be meeting weekly, while others biweekly.
Questions or sign up:
Pastor Max–max@buffalocov.org // Eric Herrscher–eherrscher06@gmail.com
buffalocov.org/smallgroup
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6 & 7 Grade Girls // Room 108
Senior High // Room 106

MINISTRIES
Middle School HangTime // Wednesdays // 6:00-8:00 pm // Youth Room
High School Chill Out // Sundays // 7:00-9:30 pm // Youth Room
Track Classes // Sundays // 6:00-7:00 pm

YOUTH HOLIDAY BREAKS

November 25 // No Hang Time
December 16, 23, 30 // No HangTime (Resumes January 6)
December 13, 20, 27 // No Chill Out (Resumes January 3)
February 7 // No Chill Out or Track Classes

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

Middle School HangTime // December 9
High School Chill Out // December 6

SNOW TUBING
Join us for our annual HangTime Snow Tubing at Powder Ridge! Date and details
to be determined. Watch for more information.

WINTER YOUTH RETREAT
There will be no Annual Winter Youth Retreat at Adventurous Christians in 2021.
But, don’t worry, we will be having a Winter Retreat right here at BCC ! Watch for
dates and details.
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MINISTRY
AWANA REVISED SCHEDULE // buffalocov.org/awana
November 18 // Awana@Church // Regular Club Night
November 25 // No Awana // Thanksgiving Break
December 2 // Awana@Church // Christmas Store and Christmas Night!
December 9 // Awana@Home
December 16, 23, 30 // No Awana (Resumes January 6)

WINTER CLASSES
AVAILABLE IN JANUARY-MARCH 2021
10:10 SUNDAY SCHOOL EXPRESS: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT IN THE GYM
10:10-10:50 am // Gym
Dec. 6 // Current Events, Dennis Lingo

Jan. 3 // Hope for Now, Guy Bergstrom

Dec. 13 // Wintermantel Send-off

Jan. 10 // Timeline of the Bible, Dennis Lingo

Dec. 20, 27 // C
 hristmas Break, No Class

Jan.17 // Israel Team Pancake Breakfast
Fundraiser

A.G.E.S. SUNDAY SCHOOL

Join us at 10:10 am Sunday mornings for super fun family Sunday School! Lots of
laughs, conversations and sometimes treats! No Sunday School December 20 & 27
(Resumes January 3)

NURSERY CHILDCARE FOR AGES 0-5

We will provide nursery childcare for ages 0-5 (not yet in kindergarten) during the
10:10 Sunday School hour and during the 11:00 Worship Service. If your child will
be in nursery childcare during both times, you do not need to pick up & check back
in between the two times. We will also continue doing our best to have safe and
clean spaces for our littles and the volunteers.
We are in need of nursery caregivers. We are looking for people to give ONE hour
per month to care for our littlest at 11:00. Would you please consider this opportunity
to serve?

LAKE BEAUTY FAMILY WEEKENDS
Session 1 // February 26-28 • Session 2 // March 5-7 • Session 3 // March 12-14
Lake Beauty is setting aside a time and a place to get away in February & March!
Stay in cozy heated cabins or retreat center rooms. Campsites are also available
(electric only). Pick and choose your fun - campfires, tubing hill, snow shoeing,
ice bocce, laser tag, crafts, and more. A perfect late winter or spring break
getaway for your family! lbbc.com/familyweekends.html
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WINTER ADULT CLASSES // The following classes are being offered through our
Adult Ministries Department. Classes will begin in the new year. Sign up options
will be available online and in the Commons. Watch for more information.

RUTH AND THE BOAZ BLESSING
February 1–March 15, 2021 // Mondays // 6:30–8:00 pm // Room 201
Facilitator: Dr. Oliver Blosser // Cost: Free Will Offering
It has been said of the scroll of Ruth that no poet in all the world has written a more
beautiful short story. It is Hebrew drama at its best. It is the only scroll of the Bible
devoted entirely to the history of a woman. Ruth became the greatest Gentile
woman convert to Judaism. The theme provides the reader with the Hebraic
concept of redemption. The scroll also reveals the power of the Boaz blessing–
“May the LORD be with you!” or “The LORD is with you!” This blessing changed
Ruth’s life forever. For Ruth became the great grandmother of King David and
an ancestor of the LORD Jesus, the Messiah. Join us to study this amazing
Hebrew drama.

REVELATION: VERSE-BY-VERSE
January 5–March 23, 2021 // Tuesdays // 6:30–8:00 pm // Worship Center
Facilitator: Pastor Max
The Book of Revelation is the key to our understanding of how this present age
will end. Join us as we continue our study of this extended vision that God gave
to John. In our weeks together, we experience the chaos and destruction that is
Armageddon, the peace and prosperity that is the Millennium, the pain and
anguish that is the Final Judgment, and the hope and joy that is the New Heaven
and New Earth. You are invited to bring your Bible and come as we explore the
mysteries of Revelation.
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VISIONARY MARRIAGE CONFERENCE WITH ROB RIENOW

PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION
December 8 // 3:00 pm
BCC will again be distributing free boxes
of produce, along with dairy and other
products through Nourishing Hope.
Available to anyone who needs or
wants one. No signups, fees or financial
requirements. While supplies lasts.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Sunday, January 17 // Gym
Following Morning Services
A Pancake Breakfast consisting of
delicious pancakes, sausage, milk and
orange juice will be served in the Gym
following the morning services. Free
will donations will be accepted and
all proceeds will benefit the Israel
Youth Team.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS

Trying to fit in dinner between school and Awana or Hang Time? Join us at the church
for dinner! Served from 5:00-6:00 p.m. $5.00 per person. Find upcoming menu lists at
buffalocov.org/dinners
November 25 // No Dinner

December 16, 23, 30 // No Dinner

December 2 // Tator Tot Hotdish

January 6 // Tacos

December 9 // Spaghetti

January 22, 6:30-9:00 pm & January 23, 9:00am-12:00 pm
Join us for a 2 day marriage conference featuring Visionary Family Ministries’
Rob Rienow. Learn how to capture a God-sized vision for your marriage with
insightful marriage advice meant to draw you and your spouse closer to
God and to each other. Learn why God brought you together as a couple and
how to see the biblical mission and purpose for your family. Watch for more
information and registration. Learn more: visionaryfam.com/marriage

NO REGRETS MEN’S CONFERENCE
February 6, 2021 // 8:00 am–1:00 pm
Save the date! BCC will once again host this powerful conference for
men, and young men (ages 12+). The No Regrets Men’s Conference is an
annual event designed to create an environment for men to be challenged
in their relationship with Jesus at home, in the workplace, and in their ministry.
There is no registration fee (free-will offering taken), and lunch is included.
Registration is required. Watch for more information and registration.
Learn more: noregretsconference.org.
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