
So, What Do YOU Believe 
about…the Bible?

First in a Series on the BCC Statement 
of Faith
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We believe that the Bible, consisting of Old and 
New Testaments, is the inspired Word of God.  It 
is without error in its original writings.  It is the 
complete revelation of the will of God 
concerning salvation and all matters of life.

Statement #1: BCC Statement of Faith
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Biblical Illiteracy Today
• Fewer than half of all adult can name the four 

Gospels.
• 60% of Americans cannot name five of the Ten 

Commandments.
• 82% of Americans believe that the phrase – “God 

helps those who help themselves” is a Bible verse.
• 12% of Americans believe that Joan of Arc was 

Noah’s wife.
• 50% of high school seniors believe that Sodom and 

Gomorrah were husband and wife. (2016 Barna Poll)
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• 45% of those who regularly attend church 
read the Bible more than once a week.

• 40% of those who regularly attend church 
read the Bible occasionally, maybe once or 
twice a month.

• 1 in 5 churchgoers say they never read the 
Bible.  (2015 Lifeway Poll)
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• 30% of British parents don’t know that Adam and 
Eve, David and Goliath, or the Good Samaritan are in 
the Bible.

• 27% think that Superman is or might be a biblical 
story.

• 33% believe that Harry Potter might be a story from 
the Bible.

• 57% believe The Hunger Games is a story from the 
Bible (2015 British Poll)
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• More than 60% of “born again” Christians in America 
between the ages of 18 and 39 believe that Buddha, 
Muhammed and Jesus are all valid paths to salvation.

• More than 30% either believe that Jesus sinned just 
like other people, or they aren’t sure. 

(2020 Probe Ministries Poll)

• We have an immense problem with biblical illiteracy 
within the Church and it is growing in magnitude.
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True or False

• 1.  The more I read the Bible the more it 
becomes God’s Word to me.

• 2.  The Bible contains the revelation of God.
• 3.  The Bible is the only inspired book in the 

world.
• 4.  The Bible is the most translated book in 

history.
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What is the most important part of a 
house?

• A roof?

• The walls?

• The foundation?

8



The Word of God Is Inspired

• 2 Timothy 3:16-17

• “Inspired” – Greek word theopneustos which 
can be translated, “God’s breath”

• 2 Peter 1:20-21

• “Carried along” – refers to a ship being driven 
by a storm.
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Prevailing Teachings on Inspiration 
Today

• Partial Inspiration – only certain parts of the 
Bible are inspired.

• “The Bible contains the Word of God”
“Does the Bible contain more than the Word 

of God?”
“Whose word does it contain?”
“How can I know whether a passage is the 

Word of God or not?”
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• “The Bible becomes the Word of God”
“Can other pieces of literature become the 

Word of God?”
“Why should I spend my time just reading 

the Bible?”
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• If I proclaim that only parts of the Bible either 
“contain” or “become” the Word of God, then 
I must choose for myself, based upon my own 
experiences, just what those passages are.

• The Bible is not like going to the supermarket.

• The Bible is ALL God’s Word!
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The Word of God Is Inerrant

• Inerrancy – “being without errors in the 
original writings”

• Inerrancy is connected to the Lordship of 
Christ – Matthew 12:40; Matthew 24:37-39

• Inerrancy is related to the character of God –
Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18; Psalm 119:160
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The Word of God Is Inerrant

For if the Bible is not wholly true in everything it 
affirms, then we cannot trust it as God’s 
infallible Word in anything it affirms.  For God 
cannot err in anything.  Therefore, if there is one 
error in Scripture, then (even if all the rest were 
true) we know the Bible is not God’s Word 
because God cannot err at all – not even once” –
Dr. Norman Geisler
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The Word of God Is the Complete 
Revelation of God

• How can a person know God?
• 1.  There is His revelation through nature and 

science – Psalm 8:3-4; Psalm 19:1

• 2.  There is His revelation through history.

• 3.  There is the special revelation in the person 
of His Son and through His Word, the Bible.
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The Word of God Is the Final Authority

• Because the Bible is God’s truth, it presents 
God’s plan for how we should conduct our 
lives in the midst of a world of sin –
Philippians 1:21
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The Word of God Is the Final Authority

Most people are bothered by those passages in 
the Bible that they don’t understand; I have 
always noticed that the passages that bother 
me most are the ones I do understand” –
Mark Twain
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Thought to Chew On

• Some Christians drink deeply at the fountain 
of God’s Word; others only gargle.

• Are you a “drinker” or merely a “gargler?”

• What do you need to do to become a 
“drinker” of God’s Word?

18


